
Sunday, November 15th   

Prelude: Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound – arr. Mark Hayes 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader: Lift up your eyes to the Lord – the exalted one, who is enthroned in the heavens. 

People: Seeking compassion, seeking grace, we look to the Lord, the giver of mercy. 

Leader: Pour into God’s temple; draw near to the king of creation. 

People: We worship the Lord of heaven and earth! 

 

Hymn # 307 – God of Grace and God of Glory 

God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power; crown thine ancient church's story; bring its bud 

to glorious flower. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 

 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! From the fears that long have bound us free our 

hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, for the living of these 

days. 

 

Cure thy children's warring madness; bend our pride to thy control; shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in 

things and poor in soul. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, lest we miss thy 

kingdom's goal. 

 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore. Let the gift of thy salvation be our glory evermore. Grant 

us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore. 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Lord, you have made us stewards of your creation and commissioned us to carry out your work to the 

best of our ability. But we have not served you with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love. We 

withhold our gifts and live in fear. Have mercy upon us, we pray. Make us bold to use our talents for the 

sake of your kingdom, until you come in glory. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Passing of the Peace 

Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Special Music: O Lord, I Pray to Thee (Panis Angelicus) by Cesar Franck 

 Matt and Corinne Carey 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon: Rethinking the Parable of the Talents 

 

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 

day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Hymn # 716 – God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store, nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, costly 

cross, grave's shattered door: Gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise; thankful song shall 

rise forever, gracious donor of our days. 

 

Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son: all at peace in health and freedom, 

races joined, the church made one. Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone. Born with talents, 

make us servants fit to answer at your throne. 

 

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through powers your grace conferred: ours to use for home and 

kindred, and to spread the gospel word. Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ's ageless call, 

healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Charge and Benediction 

 

Congregational Response: Hymn #726 – Will You Come and Follow Me, verse 5 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. Let me turn and follow you and never be 

the same. In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 

 

Postlude: More Love to Thee, O Christ by William H. Doane 
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