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Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Call to Worship 

Leader: Let us go into the house of the Lord! 

People: let us meet God with joy! 

 

 

Leader: God builds us up like a great city. 

People: May peace be within our walls. 

Leader: Let us seek the goodness of God; 

People: let us go into the house of the Lord! 

 

*Hymn # 88 – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1, 2, 6, & 7) 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

Affirmation of Hope 

Leader: From our first breaths of life to our final moments before death, our bodies tell God’s story of hope. 

People: We are created to attach, to connect, and to live in community. This is our hope. 

Leader: We hear the story of hope in the dependence of babies who know help is coming when they cry. 

People: We are created to need one another. This is our hope. 

Leader: We hear the story of hope in children who ask, explore, experiment, and wonder. 

People: We are created to enjoy creation. This is our hope. 

Leader: We hear the story of hope in teenagers who notice injustice, waste, and hypocrisy. 

People: We are created to advocate for each other. This is our hope. 

Leader: We hear the story of hope in middle age, when questions of identity and purpose find depth and 

discovery. 

People: We are created to be distinctly and uniquely beloved. This is our hope. 

Leader: We hear the story of hope in our older adults who pursue passions formed by decades of wisdom 

and experience. 

People: We are created to attach, to connect, to live in community. This is the hope of our faith. 

 

Prayer for Hope 

 

Congregational Response: Hymn 90 – Wait for the Lord (x2) 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Word of God made flesh, long before stories were told or books were written, the Word was with God 

and the Word was God. But we have worshiped other words. We have mistaken the Word made flesh for 

printed words, for words in our own language, for cruel words, and for words that divide and 

dehumanize us. We repent and return to the beginning, to the Word through whom all other words came 

into being. Forgive us, God. Amen. 
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Assurance of Pardon 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Time with Children 

After the Time with Children, we invite children to return to their seats and participate in the 

service.  Activity bags may be found on the welcome table. 

 

Choral Anthem 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture: Luke 1:5-25 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon: Elizabeth and Zechariah 

 

Affirmation of Faith: The Confession of 1967 

God expressed love for all mankind through Israel, whom God chose to be God’s covenant people to 

serve God in love and faithfulness. When Israel was unfaithful, God disciplined the nation with 

judgments and maintained God’s cause through prophets, priests, teachers, and true believers. These 

witnesses called all Israelites to a destiny in which they would serve God faithfully and become a light to 

the nations. The same witnesses proclaimed the coming of a new age, and a true servant of God in whom 

God’s purpose for Israel and for humankind would be realized. 

Out of Israel God in due time raised up Jesus. His faith and obedience were the response of the 

perfect child of God. He was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, the beginning of the new creation, 

and the pioneer of the new humanity. He gave history its meaning and direction and called the church to 

be his servant for the reconciliation of the world. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Offering 

 

Offertory 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

*Hymn # 756 – O God of Every Nation 
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*Charge and Benediction 

 

*Congregational Response: Hymn #90 – Wait for the Lord (x2) 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

 

Postlude 
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