
Sunday, November 29th   

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader: From places deeply rooted, 

People: we gather to light our Advent candles. 

Leader: From places yet undiscovered, 

People: we gather to sing our Advent songs. 

Leader: From places still hidden in plain sight, 

People: we gather to read our Advent texts. 

Leader: From places tangled with disappointment, 

People: we gather to share our Advent prayers. 

 

Hymn # 88 – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1, 2, 6, 7) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God 

appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily: to us the path of knowledge show; and 

teach us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the 

whole world with heaven’s peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 

 

Response Hymn #90 – Wait for the Lord (x2) 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

God-with-us, even in Advent, we confess that you can seem far away.  You are hidden when we need 

you near.  In our hurt, doubt, and fear, we do not try to draw closer to you; instead, we lash out – against 

you, our neighbor, even those we love.  Forgive us, we pray, and come to save us!  Let your face shine 

until our tears are dried, our sins are faded, and our hope is restored.  After all, we belong to you, and in 

your hands, we can be made new.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Passing of the Peace 

Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Special Music 
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Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture: Luke 1:5-25 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon: “Unexpected News” 

 

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 

day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Hymn # 105 – People, Look East 

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. Make your house fair as you are able; trim the 

hearth and set the table. People, look east and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. Give up your strength the seed to 

nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. People, look east and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled. Even the hour when wings are 

frozen God for fledging time has chosen. People, look east and sing today: Love, the Bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, shining beyond the frosty weather, 

bright as sun and moon together. People, look east and sing today: Love, the Star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. Set every peak and valley humming 

with the word, the Lord is coming. People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Charge and Benediction 

 

Congregational Response: Hymn #90 – Wait for the Lord (x2) 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

 

Postlude 
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