Sunday, January 17"
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
GIVE

Call to Worship
Leader: The voice of the Lord is powerful and full of majesty.
People: May the Lord bless us with God’s peace!
Leader: The voice of the Lord proclaimed Jesus as God’s beloved.
People: In our own baptisms, we are claimed as God’s beloved.

Hymn # 475 — Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace; streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for
songs of loudest praise. Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; praise the mount!
| 'm fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love!

Here | raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come; and | hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at
home. Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering
heart to thee. Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; here’s my heart,; O take and seal
it; seal it for thy courts above.

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Merciful God, we confess that we are estranged from you and from one another. We treat others as
strangers rather than as people created in your image and fellow children of God. We exploit the earth as
though it were our possession rather than a gift entrusted to our care and a reflection of your image and
glory. Forgive us our sins and transform us by your Spirit that we might live as people who have been
baptized as your own children. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us great each other with the peace of Christ.
Special Music
Prayer of lllumination
Scripture: Mark 1:4-11

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Sunday, January 17"
Sermon: The Baptism of Jesus

Affirmation of Faith: A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good
news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing children, healing the
sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent
and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering
the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the
dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life
eternal. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit. Alleluia. Amen.

Hymn # 482 — Baptized in Water
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ our King; Heirs of salvation, trusting the
promise, faithfully now God's praises we sing.

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ our King; One with his rising, freed and
forgiven, thankfully now God's praises we sing.

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our King; Born of the Spirit, we are
God's children; joyfully now God's praises we sing.

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.

Charge and Benediction
Congregational Response: Hymn #547 — Go, My Children, with My Blessing, verse 1
“Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. Waking, sleeping, | am with you, you are my own. In my love’s

baptismal river I have made you mine forever. Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

Postlude
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Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 475
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-ery bless-ing; tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-e - ne- zer; hith-er by thy help I'm come;
30 to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be!
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
Let  that grace now, like a fet - ter, bind my wan-dering heart to thee.
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Teach me some me - lo-dious son - net, sung by flam-ing tongues a-bove;

Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-dering from the fold of God;
Prone to  wan-der, Lord, I feel it proneto Ileave the God 1 love;
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praise the mount! I'm fixed up - on it, mount of God’s un-chang-ing love!
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter-posed his pre-cious blood.
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a-bove.
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Written for Pentecost by a British Baptist pastor, this text is full of biblical terms like “Ebenezer” (1 Samuel

7:12), Hebrew for “a stone of help” set up to give thanks for God’s assistance. The tune name honors hymnal
compiler Asahel Nettleton, who probably did not compose it.

TEXT: Robert Robinson, 1758, alt. NETTLETON
MUSIC: Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813 8.7.8.7.D
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BAPTISM
482 Baptized in Water
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1 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it cleansed by the
2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, dead in the
3 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, marked with the
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blood of Christ our King; heirs of sal - va - tion, trust-ing the
tomb with  Christ our King; one with his ris - ing, freed and for -
sign of Christ our King; born of the Spir - it, we are God's
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prom - ise,  faith - ful - ly now God’s prais - es we sing.
giv - en, thank-ful -ly now God’s prais-es we sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s prais - es we sing.

Each stanza of this compact and carefully constructed text about baptism begins with allusions to John 3:5

and Ephesians 1:13. The interplay of constant and changing lines accentuates each added image. Tt is set here
to a Gaelic tune first transeribed in the 19th century.

TEXT: Michael A. Saward, 1981
MUSIC: Gaelic melody; arr. Dale Grotenhuis, 1985

Text © 1982 The Jubilate Group (admin. Hope Publishing Company)

Music Arr. © 1987 Faith Alive Christian Resources
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