Sunday, December 121"
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

*Call to Worship
Leader: Let us sing praises to the Lord,
People: for God has done glorious things.
Leader: Let us shout aloud and sing for joy,
People: for great in our midst is the Holy One of Israel.
Leader: Come, let us worship God.

*Hymn # 107 — Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

Lighting the Advent Wreath

Response Hymn #90 — Wait for the Lord (x2)
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart!

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Merciful God, we confess that, in the midst of your glorious creation, we have neglected our role in its
care. We ignore the cries of the hurting and the lonely, those on the margins and those who are
oppressed. We focus on our own desires, while forgetting the needs of our neighbors. We have not
prepared a way for the Lord, through either our words or our deeds, neither through our actions nor our
thoughts. Grant us your mercy in forgiveness; and lead us to act with compassion and justice, guided by
your glorious light. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Prayer of lllumination

Scripture: Zephaniah 3:14-20
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon: God in our Midst

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third
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day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Special Music
Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn # 134 — Joy to the World
*Charge and Benediction
*Congregational Response: Hymn #90 — Wait for the Lord (x2)
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.

Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart!

Postlude
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JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT
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/  Awake! Awake, and Greet
the New Morn
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1 A - wake! A-wake, and greet the new morn, for an - gels
2 To wus, to all in sor - row and fear, Em - man - u -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when all the
4 Re - joice, re-joice, take heart in the night. Though dark the
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her - ald its dawn-ing.  Sing out your joy, for soon he s
el comes a - sing-ing; his hum - ble song is qui - et and
world is  de- spair -ing, as morn-ing light so qui - et and
win - ter and cheer-less, the ris - ing sun shall crown you with
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born, be - hold! the Child of our long-ing. Come as a ba - by
near, vyet fills the earth with its ring - ing; mu - sic to heal the
free, so warm and gen - tle and car - ing. Then shall the mute break
light; be strong and lov - ing and fear - less. Love be our song and
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weak and poor, to bring all hearts to-geth - e he o0 - pens
bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing-kind - ness. The thun - der
forth in song, the lame shall leap in won - der, the weak be
love our prayer and love our end -less sto - ry; may God fill
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wide the heaven-ly door and lives now in-side us for - ev - er.
of  his an-themsrolls to shat-ter all ha-tred and vio - lence.
raised a - bove the strong, and weap-ons be bro-ken a - sun-der.
ev - ery day we share and bring us at last in-to glo-ry.

After attending a carol concert, the author and composer of this hymn was moved to create a contemporary,
accessible carol that drew on the familiar images in a new way. There are echoes here of passages such as

Isai

ah 9:6, Isaiah 7:14/ Matthew 1:23, Isaiah 35:5-6, Isaiah 2:4.

TEXT: Marty Haugen, 1983, alt. REJOICE, REJOICE
MUSIC: Marty Haugen, 1983 9.8.9.8.8.7.8.9

Text and

Music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc.
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JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

1 34 Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their songs
3 No more let sins and sor-rows grow, nor thorns in - fest

4 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes
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her king; let ev - ery heart pre - pare him room,
em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
the ground; he comes to make his bless - ings flow
tions prove the glo - ries of his righ - teous - ness
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and heaven and na - ture sing, and heaven and na - ture
re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
and heaven and na-ture sing,
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sing, and heaven, and Theaven and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound-ing  jow
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of This Ilove.
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heaven and na-ture sing,
While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 93:4-9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah's coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

TEXT: |saac Watts, 1719, alt. ANTIOCH
MUSIC: Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742, arr. Lowell Mason, 1836 Ch with repeat
(alternate tune; RICHMOND, 266)



