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Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Call to Worship 

Leader: A voice cries, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

People: Lift every valley; lift every voice. 

Leader: Prepare the way of the Lord. 

People: And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

*Hymn # 87 – Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 

 

Congregational Response Hymn 90 – Wait for the Lord (x2) 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Cleansing God, we hear the call to repentance, but we struggle to respond. A voice tells us to turn 

around, but we prefer our own ways. You seek to purify us in love, but we constantly elude your 

searching hand. Our sin leads us in other directions, away from you, away from life. Look with mercy 

upon us. Clear a place within us so that something new might be born, something that might return us to 

the way you have shown us in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Passing of the Peace 

Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture: Malachi 3:1-4 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon: A Messenger Ahead 

 

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 

day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Special Music 

 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 

The Thanksgiving 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your heart. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord! 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

The Sharing of the Meal 

 

Prayer After Communion 

God, our Provision, we rejoice that you satisfy our needs. By your presence in this meal you have fed 

us and strengthened us, as a mother nourishes her baby. In this waiting season fill us with hopeful 

expectation that we may see the signs of your kingdom all around us and rejoice in your coming salvation 

and glory. Amen. 

 

*Hymn # 366 – Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

*Congregational Response: Hymn #90 – Wait for the Lord (x2) 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

 

Postlude 
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