Sunday, February 26"
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
GIVE

*Call to Worship
Leader: For forty days and forty nights
People: our Savior fasted in the wilderness.
Leader: Tempted to turn from God, tempted to turn to power and privilege
People: our Savior resisted.
Leader: Let us follow Jesus through the wilderness this Lent, examining our temptations, resisting them and
returning to God.
People: Let us worship God.

*Hymn # 165 — The Glory of These Forty Days
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Gracious God, as we wander through this wilderness with Jesus, examining all the worldly comforts
we turn to during times of stress and struggle, we confess the neglect of our faith. We confess all that we
place above you, making idols of money, earthly power, and even food. Empty us this Lent, Holy God.
Guide us in our spiritual practices so we can leave this wilderness season more aware of your presence
and the ways our faith can sustain us. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Time with Children
After the Time with Children, we invite children to return to their seats and participate in the
service. Activity bags may be found on the welcome table.
Choral Anthem

Prayer of lllumination

Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon: Temptation in the Wilderness
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*Affirmation of Faith: The Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in Jesus Christ,
Fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed
and blessing the children,
healing the sick
and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts,
forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal. Amen.

*Hymn # 783 — When We Are Tested
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Invitation to Offering
Offertory
Prayer of Thanksgiving
*Hymn # 757 — Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response: Hymn # 205 — Live in Charity (x2)
Live in charity and steadfast love.
Live in charity; God will dwell with you.

Postlude
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JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

165 The Glory of These Forty Days
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Appropriate for singing at any time during Lent, this stately text connects Jesus” wilderness fast with the
solitary testing of other prophetic souls: Moses, Elijah, Daniel, and John the Baptist. This sturdy 16th-century
chorale melody formed the basis of Bach’s Cantata 126.

TEXT: Gregory the Great, 6th cent.; trans. Maurice F. Bell, 1906, alt. ERHALT UNS, HERR
MUSIC: Klug's Geistliche Lieder, 1543; harm. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1725 LM
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When We

LAMENT AND LONGING FOR HEALING

Are Tested /83
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1 When we are test - ed and wres - tle a - lone,
2 When in the des - et we cry for re - lief,
3 When we are tempt - ed to bar - ter our souls,
4 When we have strug - gled and searched through the night,
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an - gels of  heal - ing, of hope and of prayer

Although the Temptation of Christ is mentioned in all three synoptic gospels (Matthew 4:1-11/Mark 1:12-13/
Luke 4:1-13), this hymn is based on the Lukan version. It is notable that each stanza begins “when,” not “if”;
temptation is not an optional feature of the spiritual life.

TEXT: Ruth Duck, 1996
MUSIC: Carlton R. Young, 1996

Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company
Music © 1996 Abingdon Press (admin. The Copyright Company)

ANGELS OF HEALING
10.10.10.10
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

/57  Today We All Are Called
to Be Disciples
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This text placing stewardship in the context of faithful witness was written by a retired Presbyterian minister
to be part of the 1986 stewardship campaign titled “Called to Be Disciples.” The tune name recalls the Sussex
village where the arranger first heard the melody.

TEXT: H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985 KINGSFOLD
MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 CMD
Text © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
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thirst, make love and peace our fast, to serve the
proud; we sow not peace but strife. Our dis - cord
store an earth where con - flicts  cease, a world  that
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poor and home -less first, our ease and com - fort last.
spreads a dead - ly cloud that threat-ens all  of life.
was cre - at - ed for a har - mo - ny  of peace.
calls us all to be dis - ci - ples of the Lord.
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