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Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Call to Worship 

Leader: For forty days and forty nights 

People: our Savior fasted in the wilderness. 

 

 

Leader: Tempted to turn from God, tempted to turn to power and privilege 

People: our Savior resisted. 

Leader: Let us follow Jesus through the wilderness this Lent, examining our temptations, resisting them and 

returning to God. 

People: Let us worship God. 

 

*Hymn # 165 – The Glory of These Forty Days 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, as we wander through this wilderness with Jesus, examining all the worldly comforts 

we turn to during times of stress and struggle, we confess the neglect of our faith. We confess all that we 

place above you, making idols of money, earthly power, and even food. Empty us this Lent, Holy God. 

Guide us in our spiritual practices so we can leave this wilderness season more aware of your presence 

and the ways our faith can sustain us. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Time with Children 

After the Time with Children, we invite children to return to their seats and participate in the 

service.  Activity bags may be found on the welcome table. 

 

Choral Anthem 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon: Temptation in the Wilderness 
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*Affirmation of Faith: The Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in Jesus Christ, 

Fully human, fully God. 

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor 

and release to the captives, 

teaching by word and deed 

and blessing the children, 

healing the sick 

and binding up the brokenhearted, 

eating with outcasts, 

forgiving sinners, 

and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 

Jesus was crucified, 

suffering the depths of human pain 

and giving his life for the sins of the world. 

God raised this Jesus from the dead, 

vindicating his sinless life, 

breaking the power of sin and evil, 

delivering us from death to life eternal. Amen. 

 

*Hymn # 783 – When We Are Tested 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Offering 

 

Offertory 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

*Hymn # 757 – Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples 

 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

*Congregational Response: Hymn # 205 – Live in Charity (x2) 

Live in charity and steadfast love. 

Live in charity; God will dwell with you. 

 

Postlude 
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