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Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Call to Worship 

Leader: There is no Jew or Greek, 

People: there is no longer slave or free, 

 

 

Leader: there is no longer male and female: 

for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 

People: We are children of God through faith. 

 

*Hymn # 821 – My Life Flows On (How Can I Keep From Singing?) 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

God of Grace, 

we have harmed your children whom you love. 

Because we do not understand them, 

we segregate them, 

we reject them, 

we demonize them, 

and we hurt them. 

Forgive us, in your infinite love, 

and teach us to welcome all of your children 

until our hospitality is as wide as your mercy. 

Help us to understand others 

as we wish to be understood. 

Guide us to love one another as you love us. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture: Galatians 3:23-29 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon: What Separates Us? 
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Affirmation of Faith: The Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in God, 

whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 

In sovereign love God created the world good 

and makes everyone equally in God’s image 

male and female, of every race and people, 

to live as one community. 

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 

Ignoring God’s commandments, 

we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 

accept lies as truth, 

exploit neighbor and nature, 

and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 

We deserve God’s condemnation. 

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 

In everlasting love, 

the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 

to bless all families of the earth. 

Hearing their cry, 

God delivered the children of Israel 

from the house of bondage. 

Loving us still, 

God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 

like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 

God is faithful still. Amen. 

 

Special Music 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn # 769 – For Everyone Born 

 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

*Congregational Response: Hymn # 606 – Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye 

heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Postlude 
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