Sunday, July 4™
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
GIVE
*Call to Worship

Leader: Why do we come to worship God?

People: We come seeking a blessing from our Lord.

Leader: What is this blessing that we seek?

People: We seek an encounter with God, who washes us in mercy,

calls us to service, and fills us with love.
Leader: Let us worship God together.

*Hymn # 65 — Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. I am weak, but thou art mighty. Hold me
with thy powerful hand. Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more; feed me till I want no
more.

Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow. Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all
my journey through. Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield; be thou still my
strength and shield.

When | tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside. Death of death, and hell's destruction, land me
safe on Canaan's side. Songs of praises, songs of praises | will ever give to thee; I will ever give to thee.

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

You are love, O God, and you have loved us from the beginning. Forgive us when we do not share
your love with the world: when we choose selfishness over compassion; what feels comfortable rather
than what is right; when we strive for success instead of faithfulness; when we value independence over
community. Forgive us, O God, of the ways we fall short. Free us to try again, and let your love lead the
way. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Prayer of lllumination

Scripture: Ezekiel 2:1-5

Leader: This: is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Sunday, July 4™
Sermon: Sent to the Nation

Affirmation of Faith: A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.
In sovereign love God created the world good
and makes everyone equally in God’s image,
male and female, of every race and people,
to live as one community.
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
Ignoring God’s commandments,
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature,
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
We deserve God’s condemnation.
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.
In everlasting love,
the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people
to bless all families of the earth.
Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel
from the house of bondage.
Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still. Amen.

Special Music

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

The Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your heart.
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.

The Sharing of the Meal
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Prayer After Communion
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe, for you have satisfied our souls
with this feast of your grace. Keep us faithful in your service until your realm of glory comes. Amen.

*Hymn # 463 — How Firm a Foundation
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in God's excellent Word! What more can be
said than to you God hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

"Fear not, | am with thee, O be not dismayed, for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; I'll strengthen thee
help thee, and cause thee to stand, upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

"When through the deep waters I call thee to go, the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; For | will be near thee,
thy troubles to bless, and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; The flame shall
not hurt thee; 1 only design thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, I will not, I will not desert to its foes; That soul, though all hell
should endeavor to shake, I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake."

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response: Hymn # 606 — Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Postlude
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GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 65
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Few Welsh hymns are as well known or loved as this 18th-century text that did not gain its popular tune
until the early 20th century. In both its original text and in English translation, it is a stirring hymn of
pilgrimage filled with vivid imagery from Hebrew Scripture.

TEXT: William Williams, 1762; stanza 1, trans. Peter Williams, 1771; stanzas 2-3, trans. William Williams, 1772 CWM RHONDDA
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907 8.7.8.7.8.7.7
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THE WORD

463

How Firm a Foundation
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It seems odd now to think of singing this text to ADESTE FIDELES, but mainline churches

did so well into

the 20th century because of a cultural bias against shape note music. The vigor of the present tune seems

especially right for the final line’s reference to Hebrews 13:5.

TEXT: “K” in John Rippons's A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
MUSIC: American folk melody; Funk’s Genuine Church Music, 1832, alt.
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