Sunday, August 21
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
GIVE

*Call to Worship
Leader: God is our rock and our refuge,
People: a strong and mighty fortress.
Leader: Beloved, people of light, come; the Lord is our hope.
People: Let us worship God!

*Hymn # 35 — Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

God of Life, you come to us as a consuming fire, and the one who has consecrated us before time. You
promise us a kingdom that cannot be shaken and call us to serve you with praise and thanksgiving. But
we forget, and yield to fear. We trust in the tangible rewards of this world, and neglect your promises.
We confess that we are a divided people; we foster separations and widen rifts in our families, our
communities, and in the world. Open us to your healing. Free us from all that distances us from your
presence. Give us your grace and inspire us to serve you with courage; through Jesus Christ who comes
to save. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Blessing of the Backpacks
Prayer of lllumination

Scripture: Luke 13:10-17
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon: The Shackles of Legalism

Affirmation of Faith: The Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers
in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit
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who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Amen.

Special Music
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn # 692 — Spirit, Open My Heart
*Charge and Benediction
*Congregational Response: Hymn # 606 — Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye

heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Postlude
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
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tem - ple draw near; join me in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
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This very strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, especially Psalms 150
and 103:1-6. It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th century, but has remained
popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune.

TEXT: Joachim Neander, 1680; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665; harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863

LOBE DEN HERREN
14.14.4.7.8
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DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

692 Spirit, Open My Heart
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1 God, re-place my ston - y heart with a heart that’s
2 Write your love up - on my  heart as my law, my
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fear to your grace I now  sur - ren - der.
deed, may my liv - ing bring vou glo - ry.
Christ, may we wel - come one an - oth -er.

The pace and diversity of modern life often hinder us from remaining vulnerable to our emotions and to the
humanness of other people. This prayerful text to be open to such joys and pains draws on Ezekiel 11:19 and
36:26 in stanza one and echoes Jeremiah 31:33 in stanza two.

TEXT: Ruth Duck, 1994 WILD MOUNTAIN THYME
MUSIC: Irish melody; arr. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011 Irregular

Text © 1996 The Pilgrim Press
Music Harm. © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak



