
Sunday, August 22nd   

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Call to Worship 

Leader: The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous; 

People: God’s ears are open to their cry. 

 

 

Leader: Let us worship the One who clothes us in strength 

People: and quenches our souls with mercy. 

 

*Hymn # 409 – God is Here! 

God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, may we find in fuller measure what it is in 

Christ we share. Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts wait the coming of the Spirit into 

open minds and hearts. 
 

Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has 

central place. Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech, here, in newness and renewal, God 

the Spirit comes to each. 
 

Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd's flock and fold; here, as bread and wine are taken, Christ 

sustains us as of old. Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore what it means in daily living to 

believe and to adore. 
 

Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work 

your purpose out. Here, in this day's dedication, all we have to give, receive: we, who cannot live without you, 

we adore you! We believe! 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

If we are honest with ourselves and with you, Holy God, we can confess the many gods who have 

staked a claim in our hearts. Whether it be our worship of money or power, nation or family, personal 

liberty or individual choice, alcohol or some other form of numbing drug, we betray you in a myriad of 

ways. Have mercy on us, O God. Turn us from the golden calves we erect in your presence. Return us 

and our hearts to worship you. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture: Joshua 24:1-2, 14-18 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon: Who Will We Serve? 

 

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 

day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Special Music 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn # 301 – Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome) 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, a place where saints and children tell how 

hearts learn to forgive. Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the love of 

Christ shall end divisions: All are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, where all God’s children dare to 

seek to dream God’s reign anew. Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; here as 

one we claim the faith of Jesus: All are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine, and wheat; a banquet hall on holy ground where peace 

and justice meet. Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; as we share in Christ the 

feast that frees us: All are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone to heal and strengthen, serve and 

teach, and live the Word they’ve known. Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; let us 

bring an end to fear and danger: All are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard and loved and treasured, taught and 

claimed as words within the Word. Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; let 

this house proclaim from floor to rafter: All are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 

 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

*Congregational Response: Hymn # 606 – Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye 

heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Postlude 
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